
Final Paper (25 points) (1,000 – 1,500 words, NOT including Works Cited Page) 
Due December 12, midnight (via e-mail)
	
	For your Final Paper, you must select a policy area to research that is discussed in Chapter 16 of your textbook to research.  Your research objective will be to determine and analyze how your selected policy area from Chapter 16 relates to at least one aspect of each of the three major subject-areas covered in the course. In other words, what does the policy you select have to do with: 1) the U.S. Constitution & rights (structure/rights, Ch. 1-5); 2) the institutions of government (the branches of gvt Ch. 11-13 & 15); and 3) democracy in action (public opinion, parties, elections, the media, and interest groups, Ch. 6-10).  You are not required to relate your selected policy to every book Chapter, but you must do so for at least one of each the three major chunks of Chapters that coincide with the major course themes.  However, the Chapter groupings listed above are simply a guide to organizing your paper.  Your paper itself must be based on independent research, with at least three outside sources (not including course material).  You will be required to identify your selected policy topic by Thursday, November 14.

	You should organize your paper around each of these three groupings listed above, along with an introductory and concluding paragraph summarizing what you learned about the policy in your research.  For example, the organization of your paper could be something like as follows: 1) Intro paragraph; 2) 2-3 paragraphs on your policy and the Constitution and/or rights; 3) 2-3 paragraphs on your policy and your selected institutions(s); 4) 2-3 paragraphs on your policy and democracy in action; and 5) conclusion. 

	In your paper, make sure you make clear where you got your information from using in-text parenthetical citations and a Works Cited Page.  Your Works Cited Page that is NOT INCLUDED in the word count.  I do not require any particular citation format, but make sure I have enough information to look up your sources and see where you got the material.  Reliable, web sources (e.g. news articles, .gov, or .edu informational websites) are acceptable, but you should not rely on Wikipedia or other unreliable web sources.  Even if you have a credible source, copying and pasting or slight re-phrasing from other sources is NOT ACCEPTABLE. You should summarize research on the subject in your own words.  Do not simply quote or slightly paraphrase information from one source.  In addition, failure to attribute others’ work is considered plagiarism.  This is a violation of Academic Integrity and will result for a 0 on the paper and possibly further consequences.  Consult the Academic Integrity Statement below as well as the USC Upstate Student Handbook for more information regarding plagiarism.   
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